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Stanford University Press, United States, 2002. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English .
Brand New Book. Chen Hongmou (1696-1771) was arguably the most influential Chinese official of
the eighteenth century and unquestionably its most celebrated field administrator. He served as
governor-general, governor, or in lesser provincial-level posts in more than a dozen provinces,
achieving after his death cult status as a model official. In this magisterial study, the author draws
on Chen s life and career to answer a range of questions: What did mid-Qing bureaucrats think they
were doing? How did they conceive the universe and their society, what did they see as their
potential to save the world, and what would the world, properly saved, be like? The answers to
these questions are important not only because vast numbers of people were subject to these
officials governance, but because the verdict of their successors was that they did their jobs
remarkably well and should be emulated. Three persistent tensions in elite consciousness focus the
author s investigation. First, the elite adhered to the fundamentalist moral dictates of Song neo-
Confucian orthodoxy at the same time that a new valuation of pragmatic, technocratic prowess
abhorrent to the moral tradition emerged. Second,...
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ReviewsReviews

This book is really gripping and intriguing. it was writtern very perfectly and beneficial. I am easily will get a enjoyment of looking at a created ebook.
-- Jaeden Stiedemann Sr.-- Jaeden Stiedemann Sr.

An extremely amazing ebook with lucid and perfect explanations. I was able to comprehended every little thing out of this written e ebook. Its been
written in an extremely basic way which is simply right after i finished reading through this book in which in fact altered me, modify the way i believe.
-- Jose Ruecker-- Jose Ruecker
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