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Extending the Commerce of this Kingdom, and of the East-India Company ALTHOUGH the East-
India Companys charter gives them the exclusive trade to all parts of the East Indies, the English
have at present no establishment to the eastward of Sumatra, and scarce any intercourse or
commerce in that quarter but at Canton in China. The East-India Company have, at different times,
made several ineffectual attempts to renew the intercourse with the Eastern islands: but, perhaps,
it is the most difficult of all undertakings to carry into execution; as it requires great perseverance, B
and and very considerable ability of an uncommon kind. The attempts hitherto made have scarce
had a settled plan, and were only with a view to. obtain that knowledge, on which a more
considerable and well regulated effort might be grounded:...
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