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THE WRESTLER'S BODY: IDENTITY AND IDEOLOGY IN NORTH INDIA

Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers Pvt Ltd, New Delhi, 1997. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. Reprint. The Wrestler's Body tells us the story of a
way of life organized in terms of physical self-development. While Indian wrestlers are competitive athletes, they are also moral reformers whose
conception of self and society is fundamentally somatic. In order to elucidate the somatic structure of the wrestler's identity and ideology, Joseph
Alter uses the insights of anthropology to write an ethnography of the wrestler's physique. Young men in North India may choose to join an akhara,
or gymnasium, where they subject themselves to a complex program of physical fitness. Under the supervision of a guru they become wrestlers by
learning how and what to eat, how, when and where to sleep, bathe, defecate, exercise, brush their teeth, and rest, what to wear, and generally
how to comport themselves. By these means they not only become competent athletes, they come to develop a moral physique and to embody an
ideology of public health. Alter's first-hand description of each detail of the wrestler's regimen is set within the geomoral context of the gymnasium
and is framed by a series of interpretations: the place of the body in the relationship between a guru and his disciple; the meaning of patronage as a
system of control and support; the embodiment of symbolic structures in the ritual of Nagapanchami; a deconstruction of the embodied self
through the drama of tournament competition; and the development of a moral physique modeled on the ironic form and divine structure of Lord
Hanuman's body. Wrestling provides a unique perspective on South Asian culture and society. Self-consciously outside the cultural mainstream, it
cuts against the weave of the larger cultural fabric. By bringing members of high and low castes into close physical contact, wrestling challenges
the...
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Related Kindle Books

Houdini's Gift
Independent Publishers Group (IPG) - Chicago Review Press, 2009. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. Revisiting well-loved characters
from a past adventure, this picture book presents animal-loving Ben with the challenge of having another pet after losing...
Read Book
»

Hitler's Exiles: Personal Stories of the Flight from Nazi Germany to America
New Press. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. 1565843940 Never Read-12+ year old Hardcover book with dust jacket-may have light
shelf or handling wear-has a price sticker or price written inside front or back cover-publishers mark-Good Copy-...
Read Book
»

Multiple Streams of Internet Income
Wiley. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. Hardcover. 279 pages. Dimensions: 9.3in. x 6.2in. x 1.2in.Praise for MULTIPLE STREAMS OF
INTERNET INCOMEIf ever the world needed some help to succeed on the Internet, this is the moment....
Read Book
»

The Whale Tells His Side of the Story Hey God, Ive Got Some Guy Named Jonah in My Stomach and I Think Im Gonna Throw Up
B&H Kids. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. Cory Jones (illustrator). Hardcover. 32 pages. Dimensions: 9.1in. x 7.2in. x 0.3in.Oh sure,
well all heard the story of Jonah and the Whale a hundred times. But have we...
Read Book
»

Scholastic Discover More Animal Babies
Scholastic Reference. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. Hardcover. 32 pages. Dimensions: 9.1in. x 7.6in. x 0.5in.Scholastic Discover
More is a revolutionary new nonfiction line pairing stunning print books with corresponding interactive digital books that extend the...
Read Book
»
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