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The Labour tiaiette, London, July, 1917, p. 237. These orders were not responsible for all tlio overtime work which went on. For a time an
impression prevailed that the factory restrictions had been laid aside altogether, and certain employers either worked overtime without securing
permits, or else, having secured a special order, exceeded the exemptions allowed by it. Instances are given in which, when the factory inspectors
brought suit against such offenders, the magistrates refused to inflict any penalty, on the ground that the public welfare would he injured by any
interference with production.2 In September, 1916, the Ministry of Munitions appointed a special committee to look into the whole question of the
health of munition workers and to report as to what action was needed. This committee issued a series of reports, dealing with hours, Sunday and
night work, women workers, welfare work, and so on. As to hours, the committee handled the question carefully, not wishing to embarrass the
Government in its task of securing sufficient munitions, but their condemnation of the existing state of affairs was emphatic. They found night work
and Sunday work and overlong hours. They found three systems under which women were employed-three shifts of 8 hours each, two shifts of 12
hours, and one shift of from 13 to 14 hours. They found methods of changing shifts at the end of the week under which women were kept...
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