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*****.Turkey has long been a valued U.S. NATO ally and strategic partner. Successive administrations have viewed it as a secular democracy that
could serve as an inspiration or model for other Muslim majority countries. However, the ruling Justice and Development Party (AKP) has made
foreign policy decisions that have led some longtime U.S. observers to question its future course. Domestic political developments may be enabling
the AKP s greater assertiveness in international aHairs and are, therefore, worthy of closer scrutiny. This report provides that examination via an
overview of the current Turkish domestic political scene. The main theme of the report is that the ongoing struggle for power in Turkey will
determine the country s identity, and that will have enormous consequences for U.S. policymakers. Turkey s secular identity has long been
considered unique among majority Muslim states, as secularism was a founding principle of the modern Turkish Republic. It also has been the
principle that has produced the most domestic political tension. The AKP, formed in 2001, has Islamist roots but claims to be conservative and
democratic. Its emergence and increasing acquisition of power has exacerbated concerns, especially in secularist circles, about whether AKP is
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