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***** SCUBA is a fun, relaxing, educational, interesting, and -- if approached properly -- safe activity, it is nonetheless a sport that has risks. SCUBA
diving is in fact an extreme sport that can injure or even kill very quickly, and in some very nasty ways. What we are doing is entering an alien
environment that is normally hostile to human life. We cannot breathe in water without some kind of mechanical assistance. These are facts and
the details should be covered in every Open Water (OW) class. All too often in today s society, however, people do not want to take the time to
properly prepare and get the education to safely take on new tasks. Some agencies appear to have responded to this by developing training
programs that turn out high numbers of certified divers in shorter time frames, necessitating the reduction of time spent on what | consider to be
some necessary basic skills. While this has resulted in great numbers of new divers entering the water, it has not resulted in many of those divers
staying in the water. New divers are often given just enough training to enable them to dive in the most benign conditions under close supervision.
Even then, there are still those who find out their initial training was just not adequate. It is at this point that they either make the decision to get
more training or they leave the sport. The latter happens all too often. The former, when it does happen, does not always occur for the right
reasons. Students should return to training to expand their diving and learn new skills; they should not have to return...
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