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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1911 Excerpt: .Does Preach the Gospel mean Enjoy the Gospel ? If Christ meant to
qualify His statements, could He not have done so? If He did not mean what He said, why should He not have said what He did mean? Further, was
it not the actual understanding of the disciples that their Lord s command laid upon them this obligation? We do not say that this obligation was
universally discharged. It was not. But it was an obligation recognized by the leaders of the Church and discharged by the majority of the Church s
members. In the missionary activity of the early Church, we have one of the strongest arguments for missions to be found anywhere. One of the
greatest authorities on the history of the early Church says, It was not merely the confessors and martyrs who were missionaries. It was
characteristic of this religion that every one who seriously confessed the faith, proved of service to its propaganda. And of the rapid spread of
Christianity, he gives this summary, Seventy years aJer the foundation of the very first Gentile Christian Church in Syrian Antioch, Pliny wrote in the
strongest terms about the spread of Christianity throughout remote Bithynia, a spread which in his view already threatened the stability of other
cults throughout the province. Seventy years later still, the paschal controversy reveals the existence of a Christian federation of churches,
stretching from Lyons to Edessa, with its headquarters situated at Rome. Seventy years later,...
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