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Congress, First Session Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The economic impact of Federal taxes, user fees
and mandates on industries and States has been a major concern of mine for numerous years. As
the Governor of Delaware for the last eight years, I had to deal with the problems created by
unfunded Government mandates and changes in Federal tax laws that affected the State. Thus, I
understand the frustration and concern of the maritime industry, coping with the effect of
enormous increases in Federal taxes, user fees and duties imposed on them. I suppose the concept
of requiring the Congressional Budget Office to issue an eco nomic impact statement for legislation
that creates or increases any taxes or fees would allow Congress, businesses and States to be fully
aware of the effect of such legislation. I also am concerned about the increased user fees in the
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