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Createspace. Paperback. Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. 350 pages. Shaw received much acclaim throughout his lengthy life. He
is the only person to win a Nobel Prize for Literature, an Academy Award, and a Tony Award. The Nobel was in recognition of St. Joan in 1925. The
Academy Award was for the Screenplay for Pygmalion in 1938. The musical version of Pygmalion, My Fair Lady, won nine Tony Awards in 1956 and
the Academy Award for Best Picture in 1964. Shaw was a man of contradictions. His father was a drunkard; Shaw never drank. Despite being an
avowed socialist and atheist, he wrote that attending church was the best substitute for a life of debauchery. He was a free-spirit who was against
such social constraints as marriage, but felt that everyone should become a vegetarian. He was an Irish national who lived in England. (Most
Americans do not understand this irony. ) His dramatic and musical criticism were grounded in the academic and cultural standards of his day, yet
after age 15 he was self-taught at the British Museum, like Karl Marx. He was a wit whose aphorisms still make for compelling sound bytes as he is
quoted and misquoted even today. As an Irish national, Shaw could at once stand inside and outside the English culture and criticize England and
America, while at the same time celebrating their common culture: England and America are two countries divided by acommon languageAs an
avowed atheist, socialist, and radical, Shaw was quite critical of the hypocrisy of the contemporary church, its dogma and its clerics. Nevertheless,
he applauded its ideals: Christianity might be a good thing if anyone ever tried it. As the only son of an alcoholic father and an adulterous mother,
he discovered an inner drive with...
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