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Oxford University Press Inc. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW PRINT ON DEMAND.,
Talking About Nothing: Numbers, Hallucinations and Fictions, Jody Azzouni, Ordinary language
and scientific language enable us to speak about, in a singular way (using demonstratives and
names), what we recognize not to exist: fictions, the contents of our hallucinations, abstract
objects, and various idealized but nonexistent objects that our scientific theories are often couched
in terms of. Indeed, references to such nonexistent items-especially in the case of the application of
mathematics to the sciences-are indispensable. We cannot avoid talking about such things.
Scientific and ordinary languages thus enable us to say things about Pegasus or about hallucinated
objects that are true (or false), such as "Pegasus was believed by the ancient Greeks to be a flying
horse," or "That elf I'm now hallucinating over there is wearing blue shoes." Standard
contemporary metaphysical views and semantic analyses of singular idioms on offer in
contemporary philosophy of language have not successfully accommodated these routine
practices of saying true and false things about the nonexistent while simultaneously honoring the
insight that such things do not exist in any way at all (and have no properties). That is,
philosophers often feel...

READ ONLINEREAD ONLINE
[ 2.96 MB ][ 2.96 MB ]

ReviewsReviews

Very beneficial for all type of folks. It can be rally intriguing throgh studying time. You will like how the writer publish this ebook.
-- Nathan Cruickshank-- Nathan Cruickshank

Totally one of the better pdf I have at any time read through. It really is simplified but shocks within the 50 % from the ebook. Once you begin to read the
book, it is extremely difficult to leave it before concluding.
-- Mariano Spinka-- Mariano Spinka
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