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**xxx_ [.Jwriter intended to say, what he meant for the people of his day. To do this we must rely upon the methods which we use in any historical
investigation. The Christian student of the Scriptures believes that the Bible contains eternal truths for all time, truths which are above time in their
spiritual values. Even so, however, the truth must first be written for a particular time and that time the period in which the prophet lived. When the
Christian speaks of the Scriptures as containing a revelation for all time, he refers to their essential spiritual value. The best way to make that
essential spiritual value effective for the after times is to sink it deep into the consciousness of a particular time. This gives it leverage, or focus for
the outworking of its forces. No matter how limited the conceptions in which the spiritual richness first took form, those conceptions can be
understood by the students who look back through the ages, while the spiritual value itself shines out with perennial freshness. Paradoxical as it
may sound, the truths which are of most value for all time are those which first get themselves most thoroughly [.].
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