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Forgotten Books, United States, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from
The War and Socialism And when I write propaganda, I do not for a moment mean the propaganda with which the name of Mr. Norman Angell is
associated; this great modern gospel that war does not pay. That is indeed the only decent and attractive thing that can still be said for war.
Nothing that is really worth having in life does pay. Men live in order that they may pay for the unpaying things. Love does not pay, art does not pay,
happiness does not pay, honesty is not the best policy, generosity invites the ingratitude of the mean; what is the good of this huckster s argu ment?
It revolts all honourable men. Butwar, whether it pay or not, is an atrociously ugly: thing, cruel, destroying countless beauties. Who cares whether
war pays or does not pay, when one thinks of some obstinate Belgian peasant woman being interrogated and shot By a hectoring German officer, or
of the weakly whimpering mess of some poor hovel with little children in it, struck by a shcll? Even if war paid twelve and-a-half per cent. Per
annum for ever on every pound it cost to wage, would it be any the less a 51ckening abomination to every decent soul? And, moreover, it IS a bore.
It is an unendurable bore. War and the preparation for war, the taxes, the drilling, the interference with every free activity, the arrest and stiGening
up of life, the obedience to third-rate people in uniform, of which Berlin-struck Germans have been the implacable exponents, have become an
unbearable nuisance to all humanity. Neither Belgium nor France nor Britain is fighting now for glory or advantage....
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