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Straightway my brain was crushed, and my eyes drowned With my own gore, till skies and clouds were gone, And dreadful midnight would have
swallowed me, Had not another face, wounded as mine, Yet of unearthly charms, beamed through the gloom, Which broke around it. Fear not, | am
here, He said; the sullen mist rebuked; fresh life In clasping gave me: then together borne We soared through multitudes of clustering stars (There
glorious worlds, though here more small than leaves, ) Up to God s throne, while followed us along A flood of exultation from the harps Of Angels:
these, each fairer than all stars, In divers ways yet Imoonfusedly Employed, their Lord and mine hailed with one voice, And as a new, dear brother
welcomed me. Pale, and then flushed, and then pale again Looked Rizpah, Abel speaking; some fond thought Yet in its bud, perhaps that in fit time
She might exclusively be Abel s own, The image of his death appeared to wound. With touches of a laboured playfulness At length she said, This was
a dream; no more; And dreams, you ve taught me, by known truths with prayer Must in the day be judged of, lest the fiend Delude us with vain
hopes, or vainer fears. | How can this dream be true? If soon to die, You and your altar why has God so graced? If...
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