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The New Year broke upon us in a fulness of natural splendor. The stormy darkness of the day preceding served to increase, by contrast, what was in
itself so inspiringly beautiful; while the freshly-fallen snow, mantling all beneath in radiant purity, reflected, through an atmosphere of transparent
clearness, the cloudless glories of the blue above. But there was a charm in that morning to millions of hearts, of which this of nature was but the
expressive symbol, - a charm which it would have worn, though it had come swathed in darkness and cradled in storm. It was a morning which
kindling anticipations had beckoned on its way; which had been prospectively hallowed and glorified for the blessed promise that it bore, as
through a hundred days and nights it ripened to fulfilment. Friends, I oHer no apology for making the event referred to the theme of my discourse
to-day. Indeed, I could do no otherwise. It has to me a sacred importance, a holy significance. God is in it. His providence has wrought it out. Not by
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