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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****. The Marble Faun: Or, The Romance of Monte Beni, also known by the British title Transformation, was the last of the four major romances by
Nathaniel Hawthorne, and was published in 1860. The Marble Faun, written on the eve of the American Civil War, is set in a fantastical Italy. The
romance mixes elements of a fable, pastoral, gothic novel, and travel guide.This Romance focuses on four main characters: Miriam, Hilda, Kenyon,
and Donatello. Miriam is a beautiful painter with an unknown past. Throughout the novel, she is compared to many other women including Eve,
Beatrice Cenci, Judith, and Cleopatra. Miriam is pursued by a mysterious, threatening man who is her evil genius through life. Hilda is an innocent
copyist. She is compared to the Virgin Mary and the white dove. Her simple, unbendable moral principles can make her severe in spite of her tender
heart. Miriam and Hilda are oGen contrasted. Kenyon is a sculptor who represents rationalist humanism. He cherishes a romantic aHection towards
Hilda. Donatello, the Count of Monte Beni, is often compared to Adam and is in love with Miriam. Donatello amazingly resembles the marble Faun of
Praxiteles, and the novel plays with the characters belief that the Count may be a descendant of the antique Faun. Hawthorne, however, withholds
a definite statement even in the novel s concluding chapters and postscript.AGer writing The Blithedale Romance in 1852, Hawthorne, approaching
fiGy, turned away from publication and obtained a political appointment as American Consul in Liverpool, England, an appointment which he held
from 1853 to 1857. In 1858, Hawthorne and his wife Sophia Peabody moved to Italy and became essentially tourists for a year and a half. In...
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