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soil only one of its constituents which is deficient therein. Thus it may act by providing the soil and the plants with lime. Tins opinion, that gypsum
plays an important part as a supplier of lime, is certainly argued at first sight by a number of facts. In the first place, these plants, upon the growth of
which gypsum exercises the most favourable influence, are especially rich in lime. Thus, for example, there exists in 1000 lbs. of dried crops of--
Green-cut clover, lucerne, c. 18--20 lbs. lime, Bipe peas, vetches, c. 14--16 Colza and summer rape. 12--13 Cereals only. 4--5 The quantity of gypsum
laid on in a single manuring does not, indeed, contain much lime, or a quantity of 3 cwt. per morg. only 96 lbs., hut this would, nevertheless, suFice
to furnish the lime required by an increased crop of 50 per cent. i over the average, in a clover or lucerne field for 4 or 5 successive years. And the
solubility of gypsum, --which, although inconsiderable, according to ordinary notions, is yet three times greater than, that of ordinary carbonate of
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