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labaas, as the natives call it; where, together with many more bodies of fur seals treated in the same manner, it serves from November until the
following season of May, as the meat house of the Alent on St. Paul and St. George. Exposed in this manner to the open weather, the natives keep
their seal meat almost any length of time in winter for use; and, like our old duck and bird hunters, they say they prefer to have the meat tainted
rather than fresh, declaring that it is most tender and toothsome when decidedly lond. In 1872, when slowly sketching by measurements the
outlines of a fine adult bull sea lion which the ball from Booterin s rifle had just destroyed, an old starooka came up abruptly. Not seeming to see
me, she deliberately threw down a large, greasy, skin meat bag: she whipped out a knife and went to work on my specimen. Curiosity prompted me
to keep still, in spite of the first sensation of annoyance, so that I might watch her choice and use of the animal s carcass. She first removed the skin,
being actively aided in this operation by an uncouth boy; she then cut...
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