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Dr. Carlos Finlay, of Habana, expressed the belief that yellow fever was propagated by the mosquito, the infecting agent being transferred on the
proboscis of the insect. The theory of the mosquito transmission of yellow fever was not placed on a scientific basis, however, until 19 years later,
when a commission from the United States Army, headed by Maj. Walter Reed, completed its classical experiments in Cuba. The following year the
commission expressed its conclusions in 11 postulates as follows: 1. The mosquito, Culex fasciatus, serves as the intermediate host for the parasite
of yellow fever. 2. Yellow fever is transmitted to the nonimmune individual by the bite of the mosquito that has previously fed on the blood of those
sick with this disease. 3. An interval of about 13 days or more after contamination appears to be necessary before the mosquito is capable of
conveying the infection. 4. The bite of the mosquito at an earlier period after contamination does not appear to confer any immunity against a
subsequent attack. 5. Yellow fever can also be experimentally produced by subcutaneous injection of blood taken from the general circulation
during the first and second days of the disease. 6. An attack of yellow fever produced by the bite of the mosquito confers immunity against the
subsequent injection of the blood of an individual suffering from the nonexperimental form of this disease. 7. The period of incubation in 13 cases of
experimental yellow fever has varied from 41 hours to 5 days and 17...
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