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Motilal Banarsidass Publishers Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi, India, 2001. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. Dust Jacket Condition: New. Second Edition.
Since the publication of the concordances of the inscriptions of the Indus seals many people have been working on the solution of the riddle
presented by the 5000 years old script of the Indus valley. At first sight the task does not appear too difficult, as there are pictograms that can easily
be recognized as man, bird, fish, dog or plant or a part of them. A lot of signs are geometric, but this does seem to be an insurmountable obstacle
either, since some of them resemble or are identical to the majuscules of the Greek and the Latin alphabet or found in the mudras of Indian dance
and in the patterns of symbolic Indian art. The decipherments that were based on these similarities resulted, however, only in the reading of some
inscriptions as more or less obscure names, sometimes not even a phonetic value could be given. Nevertheless they are often presented as
complete decipherments to the public. On this account, the pretension that the Indus script is deciphered meets with increasing suspicion and is
exposed to ridicule even. Many scholars working in this field are nowadays of the opinion that the Indus script is altogether indecipherablem if not a
bilingual of considerable size turns up. The approach to a decipherment presented in this volume make avail of bilingual, too, but its masterkey is
the discovering of the symbolic and linguistic connection of the Indus signs with the Rg-Veda. More than 200 inscriptions, among them the longest
and those with the most interesting motifs, have been decoded here by setting them word after wordin relation to Rg-Vedic verses. The results that
were gained by this method of comparison for the...
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