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Northwestern University Press, United States, 2002. Hardback. Condition: New. New. Language: English . Brand New Book. Intensely
autobiographical poems that explore the foreign and the familiar; Alexander s poetry emerges as a consciousness moving between two worlds,
between memory and present-day experience, and lit by multiple languages. Her experience of exile is translated into the intimate exploration of
her connections to both India and America. In one instance the thirteenth century Persian poet Rumi visits with her while she speaks on the phone
in her New York apartment, and then in another poem she evokes Allen Ginsberg in the India she herself has leB behind. Drawing on the fascinating
images and languages that her dual life has given her, Alexander deBly joins together contradictory geographies, thoughts, and feelings. Her
wanderings between her adult life and the territory of her childhood are unusual in that they oDer a fresh approach to the autobiographical lyric
that is so popular in contemporary American poetry. Alexander s migratory memory is unceasingly inventive - she looks back upon the landscapes,
languages, and events of her childhood and then weaves them together with her experiences of present-day life using the fierce, beautiful music of
her verse. From out of what could easily become a chaos of memory, she creates poems that are powerful in both their grief and their celebration,
and in which speech and silence are given equal weight as she searches for a clear view of the past and the present.
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