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*****_ | was born into intense poverty in 1923. Since | wasn t good at sports, and with my father assigning me huge workloads to do around the
house that would last for at least a couple of days, and then just in case | did finish the work, | was to wait around the house until he got home to
assign more work, so when | had time | read. If | got the chance, | would read all day and most of the night. By age 15, | had read all the fairy tales
ever written. | moved on from them to Greek and Nordic mythology which | loved. Even some Mideastern mythology. Then a scattering of books of
all kinds on subjects by authors such as C. Doyle, Robert L. Stevenson, and more, including poetry. Then | became interested in books by Booker T.
Washington, W.E.B. Dubois, Gunnar K. Myrdal ( An American Dilemma, which made a deep impression on me). Also Niccolo Machiavelli, who also
impressed me, and Henri Tocqueville, the French statesman and traveler, writing of his trips to this country and his impressions. Their thoughts and
ideas struck chords within me. Also, there was King Arthur and his knights, and on to many Street Smith Wild West stories, and Jack London books.
These readings formed my view of life. The stories revolved around heroes and heroic deeds. Mostly men acted alone to relieve some oppression or
disaster. The books on racial problems and their intractable nature posed the question of my future in a dim light. | came to understand that | was
mired in a group that was destined to be the unwanted and unneeded...
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