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begins both in the spinal cord and brain shortly (about 12 hours) after hatching. A peripheral
accumulation of fibrous matter is formed, and some of the peripheral cells abandon their simple
elongated embryonic shape, and assume the appearance of rounded nerve cells, having in general
a single process (Fig. 136, PI. civ, spinal cord). The transformation of the elongated embryonic cells
into rounded nerve elements proceeds rapidly, and on the second day after hatching there are no
embryonic cells to be seen (Fig. 139, Plate cv, larva of 112 hours). During the histological
transformation of the cells the canal of the spinal cord also loses its embryonic shape. The
successive stages in the metamorphosis of the canal are shown in Fig. 136, PI. civ, and Figs. 139,
141, and 143, PI. cv. The closure progresses gradually from the edges towards the center. The...
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