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the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1900 Excerpt: . . . The Wages of Sin THE brook trickled down from the pass of the hills, a slender stream
that you could step across, curving and looping, scattering diamonds, taking the sun in its brown shallows. Springs bubbled up along the way to
feed it, and trout flashed their red-jewelled sides in its pools, other brooks swelled it to a stream, birches bordered it, willows dipped in it, pine trees
darkened it, marsh-mallows lighted its coves, arrowheads and the scarlet cardinals saw themselves painted there, and in their turn the fringed
gentians lifted their deep blue to match the blue it mirrored. And when the lucid ice sheathed it, and the snow powdered it, Judith Dauntry could
still hear it tinkling below, as it wound its way about the farm that was hers, and made its boundary. Such as it was, it was the only friend she had in
the world. She sat high up in the pass, one gray day, on the stone from under which the brook bubbled, and looked down the long valley over a wide
and wild and lonely country--a drear and desolate country in the dun hues of late autumn, arched by an immensity of gray wind-driven clouds.
What did she and her pain signify in all this wide hollow of earth and sky A mote in the immensity, a sigh melting into the clouds--something that
would pass as all pain passes. Another woman had perhaps sat here with her own pain...
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