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Charon, (passing in Ms boat with Shades.) Bow yourselves, Shades, this is the queen of Erebus, and that you still live aHer your earthly life is her
work. CHORUS OF SHADES. Silent guides us the bark To the unknown land, Where the sun never dawns On the always dark strand, --Keluctantly we
see it go, No other sphere our looks would know Than life s bright-colored land. SAME SCENE. (Charon s bark lands. Erodion springs on shore.
Immortalita still seen in the back-ground.) Erodion. Back, Charon, from this shore, which no shade may tread. Why lookest thou upon me? I am not
a shadow like you; a joyful hope, a faith full of visions have kindled the spark of my life to flame. Charon, (aside.) Surely this must be the youth who
bears in himself the golden future. (He rows away.) Immortalita. Yes, thou art he, prophesied to me by Hecate; through thy look will the light of day
break into these ancient caverns, and dispel the night. Erodion. If I am he prophesied to thee, maiden or goddess, however thou art named, believe
thou fulfillest to me the inmost presentiment of the heart. Immortalita. Say, who art thou?--what is thy name, and how didst thou find the way to
this pathless shore, where neither shades nor men dare wander, but only subterranean gods. Erodion. I am unwilling to speak to thee of anything
but my love;...
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