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book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1888 edition. Excerpt: .application of this principle until facility of expression
and originality of style are acquired. Another French writer, supplementing Lamartine on this point, remarks that this matter of learning how to say
things comes as swiD, sometimes, as the merging of the first gray light of day into the full rose-glory of completed dawn. Still another Frenchman, a
scientist, declared that aDer he had spent long weary years in trying to master a complex Copyright, 1887, by William obstacle, and had been forced
to abandon it in despair, it suddenly flashed upon him, one day, in distinct clearness, when he was pondering an altogether diFerent problem. The
writer s knack is apt to come as the lightning comes. It can be sought, earnestly and diligently, in every practicable direction; it can be theorized and
struggled for with the most relentless persistence; its cause may be traced in those who have it, and the attempt may be made by the eager tyro to
force his own feet into some of the many pathways that other feet have made; but all in vain: nothing, excepting small-pox and a hornet s tail, ever
came to any two persons in the same way, and it is a waste of eFort for any person to seek literary facility by aid of any circumstances or conditions
which have accorded it to others. The devotee to pencraft must plod on and on as best he can, patiently and uncomplainingly, in the wake...
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