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*****.Excerpt from The Ark of God, Vol. 1: The Transient Symbol of an Eternal Truth With Various Pulpit Matter This proposition was, indeed, the
commandment of God Himself: And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel that they bring me an oGering: of every
man that giveth it willingly with his heart, ye shall take my oGering, and let them make me a sanctuary that I may dwell among them. But was not
this a movement towards limitation, instead of a progress outward and onward towards wider spaces, even towards infinitude itself? How if the
Divine message had read thus: Speak unto the children of Israel that I am about to enlarge the sphere within which their life has heretofore been
confined; they shall now see the higher and larger stars, and an ampler horizon shall gladden and satisfy their vision ? Instead of this, God proposes
the erection of a small house, by which He would seem to shut out all the beauty and most of the light. For the moment, at least, we are
disappointed; expansion, not contraction, would have seemed more like the way of God. But think awhile, lest we mistake proportions and
meanings which lie out of sight. What we call Infinitude - the quantity which overflows and confounds our imagination - must contract itself, so to
speak, if we are to get sight of it; and in this sense the building of the small house, called the Tabernacle, was not a movement towards limitation,
but towards concentration and intensity and tender nearness. A man may have all the earth round about him, and yet have nowhere...
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