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*****.Use of some preventive services-cardiovascular disease screening and cervical cancer screening-by FFS beneficiaries generally aligned with
clinical recommendations, but use of other cancer screenings for certain age groups, osteoporosis screening, and immunizations did not. In
particular, among women aged 65 to 74, for whom breast cancer screening is recommended biannually by the Task Force, only two out of three
received a mammogram in 2008 or 2009. Among beneficiaries aged 65 to 75, about one out of four received any of the Task Force recommended
regimens for colorectal cancer screening from 2005 through 2009. Among men aged 75 or older, about two out of five received a Prostate-Specific
Antigen test for prostate cancer-a test that required no cost sharing-from 2006 through 2009 even though the Task Force recommended against this
service for that age group. Use of osteoporosis screening-for which Medicare coverage is limited-and influenza and pneumococcal immunizations
was generally lower than recommended by the Task Force or ACIP. The Department of Health and Human Services has the authority to modify
coverage of Medicare preventive services-such as osteoporosis screening-consistent with Task Force recommendations.
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