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Advances in Tropical Medicine: Hygiene and Tropical Veterinary Science, With Special Reference to
Their Possible Bearing on Medical, Sanitary and Veterinary Work in the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan,
Being a Supplement to the Third Report of the Wellcome Research Laboratories at the Gordon
Memo Ainhum. Ashley-Emile, in an interesting paper on ainhum, is inclined to trace a connection
between ainhum and leprosy, regarding the former as a modified expression of the latter in persons
of a leprous diathesis. His argument is rather laboured, but there may be something in the
anatomical reasons he advances for the seat of election of the disease. He believes the flexor
tendon of the small toe to be specially subject to strain during the act of carrying heavy burdens,
and that this, combined with an enfeebled nerve supply, leads to fibroid degeneration round the
joint with resulting occlusion of arteries and strangulation of the toe, which enlarges owing to
venous dilatation. Wellman, on the other hand, adduces evidence to show that ainhum and leprosy
are not...
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