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***** Print on Demand *****.Gerrie Swart, a lecturer in the Department of Political Sciences at the University of South Africa, (UNISA) is the the
Guest Editor of this volume. Gerrie, who has been a frequent contributor to the journal in the last year and half, solicited, and ensured a timely
delivery of all the articles in the lead theme in this edition. We are deeply grateful to him. In this issue, we focus on the quality of leadership in the
continent, looking at the challenges, triumphs and trends. In his paper, Gerrie Swart, argues that any mention of African leadership today
regrettably always tends to conjure up the negative associations with Africa s so-called Big Men and the ravages of dictatorship that has on
frequent occasions laid waste to many African states political and socio-economic stability. He contends that while there are instances to buttress
such observations, it is also necessary to evaluate the important initiatives, trends and responses that have emerged from the African continent to
the challenges posed to, and by African leadership. He maintains that Africa s leadership crisis is in a state of flux and is actually moving towards
achieving stable, responsible and accountable leadership that the continent is in dire need of. Henning Melber and Roger Southall discuss
continuity and change in Africa s leadership dynamics. In particular they discuss retired African presidents and their potential roles in African
politics. Faten Aggad assesses the progress made so far with the African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM), which was launched in 2003 with the
purpose to foster the adoption of policies, standards and practices that lead to political stability, high economic growth, sustainable development
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