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Alhamra. Soft cover. Condition: New. Blue is the color of Karachi, the city of lights, the rich and poor, the joyful and the desperate. It's the color of the
oceans that surround the city, the shrines that hide the dreaming Sufi saints. Twenty-two year old Pakistani American Karim Asfar decides to jump
on a plane and discover this city, in the country where his parents were born, yet a place to which he has no emotional ties. With the help of his rock-
Sufi cousin Akbar, beautiful but conflicted colleague Nazli, and a beggar boy called Abdullah who haunts the shrines of the saints, Karim discovers
there's much more to Karachi than political turmoil, religious extremism, and spicy food. Eager to make a difference, save Pakistan's endangered
environment, and rescue Abdullah from his life of begging, Karim embarks on a search to discover his past and his future, while the Sufi saints
deliver blessings and warnings to guide him on his way. Encompassing religion, culture, identity, the immigrant's journey to the new world and
back again to the old, this witty, moving novel comments on the influences that shape Pakistan and its people today. Modern-day Pakistan, a
country struggling to find itself in the new century, provides the scenario for Karim to make choices about what - and who - he really wants to be in
both the worlds he belongs to. BINA SHAH was born in Karachi but spent her early years in Virginia and completed her later education in
Massachusetts. She studied at Wellesley College and the Harvard Graduate School of Education. Her first book, a volume of short stories called
Animal Medicine, was published in 2000. This is her first novel. Excerpt The metallic chime pinged through the cabin, announcing an imminent
landing. Karim blinked, startled back into...
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