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are used in clothing are the product of the plant-world. Food and clothing for the hundreds of millions of living beings upon earth--this is the
purpose of all this silent plant-life. That primitive vegetable kingdom which God created on the third day has been preserved to us, though in a
different form, up to the present time, and to it we owe our warm rooms during the winter. In the lowest and oldest strata of the earth there are
found immense quantities of trees which, through some physical process, have been turned into coal; often there may still be seen the trunks,
limbs, leaves and fruit; yea, by means of a microscope even the smallest wooden cells can be detected. This immense mass of vegetation, among
which there is not to be found a single bone of a quadruped or of a man (a proof that these, as the Bible relates, were not yet created), is our coal. It
is well known that coal is found heaped up in different parts of the earth, often in layers forty feet in thickness. We may know how enormous these
quantities are from the fact that in England alone sixty million tons are dug annually. It has been calculated that England alone would have enough
coal for five hundred years to come. In North America, in China and in Australia, where coal has been burned already...
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