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Nomad Press, United States, 2018. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. We might think humans have control over our
environment, but Mother Nature has proven us wrong again and again. Earth, Wind, Fire, and Rain: Real Tales of Temperamental Elements tells the
story of five of America s deadliest natural disasters that were made worse by human error, ignorance, and greed. For example, in the fall of 1871,
loggers and farmers chopped trees and burned brush in the vast forest around Peshtigo, Wisconsin. Fire was a tool they believed they could control.
But on October 8, 1 million acres burned in the deadliest fire in American history. Later that century, meteorologists mistakenly predicted clearing
skies for New York City on March 10, 1888. Then, two devilish storm fronts collided in what was called the Great White Hurricane. The blizzard
brought New Yorkers to their knees and unprepared city leaders were powerless to help. Powerless too were the residents of Johnstown,
Pennsylvania, on May 31, 1889. A private club of wealthy businessmen owned a dam upriver from Johnstown. The club modified the dam to
improve recreation on their private lake, but these changes weakened the structure. When heavy rains fell, the dam burst, flooding Johnstown with
20 million tons of water. Residents of San Francisco had no warning when a massive earthquake struck on April 18, 1906. It toppled buildings,
ruptured gas mines and ignited fires. Years of political corruption had underfunded the fire department, leaving it without the equipment or
training to quench the inferno, and San Francisco burned. In the 1920s, farmers transformed the dry, windy southern Plains by digging up the
buffalo grass and planting millions of acres of wheat. But nature fought back by turning this breadbasket into a Dust Bowl. On April 14,...
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