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*xxx* Desert Operations (FM 90-3/FMFM 7-27) is the Army s and Marine Corps manual for desert operations. It is a key reference for commanders
and staffs regarding how the desert affects personnel, equipment, and operations. It will assist them in planning and conducting combat operations
in desert environments. Arid regions make up about one-third of the earth s land surface, a higher percentage than that of any other type of climate.
As we have seen in the recent past, some of these regions-because of diverse and conflicting cultures, strategic importance, and natural resources-
have become centers of conflict. Desert operations demand adaptation to the environment and to the limitations imposed by terrain and climate.
Success depends on an appreciation of the effects of arid conditions on soldiers (both physically and psychologically), on equipment and facilities,
and on combat and support operations. Leaders and Soldiers must continually evaluate the situation and be ready to react to changing conditions.
The key to success in desert operations is mobility. This was clearly evident in the ground operations of Desert Storm. Arid regions create both
opportunities and restraints for soldiers and marines at all levels. The US military s performance in Desert Storm shows it understands these factors
and has successfully addressed the effects of desert warfare on troops, equipment, and operations. As they prepare for the future, leaders, soldiers,
and marines must study past campaigns and use the lessons they learn to reduce casualties, use the environment to their advantage, and ensure
victory on the desert battlefield.
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