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*****.Excerpt from Speech of Hon. S. A. Douglas, of Illinois, on the State of the Union: Delivered in the Senate, January 3, 1861 Mr. Douglas said: Mr.
President: No act of my public life has ever caused me so much regret as the necessity of voting in the special committee of thirteen for the
resolution reporting to the Senate our inability to agree upon any general plan of adjustment, which would restore peace to the country and insure
the integrity of the Union. If we wish to understand the real causes which have produced such wide-spread and deep-seated discontent in the
slaveholding States, we must go back beyond the recent presidential election, and trace the origin and history of the slavery agitation from the
period when it first became an active element in Federal politics. Without fatiguing the Senate with tedious details, I may be permitted to assume,
without the fear of successful contradiction, that whenever the Federal Government has attempted to decide and control the slavery question in the
newly acquired Territories, regardless of the wishes of the inhabitants, alienation of feeling, sectional strife, and discord have ensued; and whenever
Congress has refrained from such interference, harmony and fraternal feeling have been restored. The whole volume of our nation s history may be
confidently appealed to in support of this proposition. The most memorable instances are the fearful sectional controversies which brought the
Union to the verge of disruption in 1820, and again in 1850. It was the territorial question in each case which presented the chief points of diHiculty,
because it involved the irritating question of the relative political power of the two sections. All...
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