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eminent and standard expositors of law. And he would have been deemed an atheist, or a driveling sciolist, who should have advanced sentiments
in conflict with these! Not that the law of God specifies all the minute particulars in regard to every question of duty; but it lays down clearly certain
broad, comprehensive, and distinct principles, by which thoughtful and serious men may determine the moral character of human action. He that
orders his life in accordance with its express teaching, or in harmony with its general spirit, acts right. He that sets this at defiance, and regulates
his conduct by principles in open conflict with the word of eternal truth, is a practical atheist. All the special pleading in the world, all the sophistry
of the most subtle and learned mind, cannot gainsay it. The man, or the men, who trample upon the requirements of Jehovah, - no matter how
great the provocation, no matter how loud or universal the plaudits of the multitude, - expose themselves to the threatened vengeance of heaven.
Neither is it essential whether it be done by the individual or by the nation; by the man in authority or by the peasant in his hut; it is at all times, and
in all stations, treason against God, and must be visited by a righteous Judge accordingly. No exalted post of honor can sanctify...
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