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Createspace. Paperback. Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. 372 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 5.8in. x 1.0in.Pryor Lives! How Richard
Pryor Became Richard Pryor By Cecil Brown How did a scraggly standup comic became one of Americas most controversial social satirists How did
Richard Pryor take the traditional stand-up form and used it to become a cultural hero Cecil Brown, who, after witnessing Mr. Pryors performance at
Mandrakes in 1969 in Berkeley, California, became his running buddy for the next 30 years. He traveled with Mr. Pryor, wrote screenplays for him,
and collaborated with him on other projects. Using many years of intimate experiences behind the scenes, Mr. Brown traces the evolution of Mr.
Pryors white bread comedy, (in which he imitated Bill Cosby) to the hilariously raunchy material that catapulted him to international fame.
Following Mr. Pryors career from the small standup performances in Berkeley to his performances at the Comedy Store on Sunset Boulevard in
Hollywood, the author shows how Mr. Pryor used his stage performances to transform the harsh unforgiving realities of his life (tax evasion,
domestic violence, freebase meltdown, heart attacks) into classic American comic art. Tracking Mr. Pryors rise to star power, this book shows how
Mr. Pryor made Stand-Up, into an instrument of spontaneity and a serious platform for public joking. If Pryor had stayed with this program, he
would have been just another brilliant comedian. But, as Brown reveals, Mr. Pryor went further. His art depended on his locating, exposing, and
tracking the demons that plagued his audience. His performance on stage resembled a shaman performing a ritual of exorcism. As a healer, he
used comedy to nurse the damaged souls of the counter-culture, the black power community, the hippies, the new-age, the born-again Christians
back to health. There is no better...
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