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his remonstrance about the practice of poetry will show how little shallow austerity there was on one side, and how much real respect on the other.
Towards his tutors he expressed the warmest feelings of kindness and esteem; and in all his friendships he displayed a strong sensibility that
inspired his correspondence with an aFecting tone of trustful deference. Such a man ought surely to be elevated above the reach of a quibble, and
the superiority of his character ought to be a suFicient guarantee that the mean drawbacks of querulous temper or restless vanity (the curse of
incapacity) could not have detracted from his greatness. Upon the death of his mother, Milton obtained permission from his father to prosecute a
journey into Italy, which he had long meditated;--a country with whose poetical treasures his mind was filled, and whose classic soil his imagination
had so oJen visited in his solitary studies. Previously to his departure, he procured some excellent hints from sir Henry Wotton, provost of Eton
college, and formerly ambassador from the English court at Venice. Amongst the useful rules for his conduct laid down by sir Henry, was the advice
which he had himself received from an old Roman courtier at Sienna, when he was on his way to Rome. He appears about this time, before the
death of bis mother, to have proposed a residence in town; for his spirit, now...
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