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***xx An excerpt from the Preface: With the publication of two volumes of the Episcopal Registers of the Diocese of Exeter, under the editorship of
Archdeacon Randolph, the importance of this class of Church record has been clearly established; and, following the excellent example he has set,
the Hampshire Record Society has decided to issue the Episcopal Registers of the Diocese of Winchester, under the joint editorship of the Dean of
Winchester and of Mr. Francis J. Baigent; while the* Cumberland and Westmorland Antiquarian Society have in preparation the Pre-Reformation
Episcopal Registers of Carlislc. It is earnestly to be hoped that equally capable scholars may be found to edit the registers of some of the other
dioceses, of which an interesting summary will be found in Bishop Stubbs Episcopal Succession in England (x-xii.), where the bulk of these registers
is described as being occupied with the records of institutions to benefices, acts of Consistory Courts, and lists of persons ordained, to which in
many instances important wills are annexed. It is with institutions to benefices since the Reformation that the present work is to be exclusively
concerned; and where the Bishop s Certificates of institution fail the Composition-books have been laid under contribution. Here it may be pertinent
to explain the significance of Bishops Certificates and Composition-books. The Bishop of each diocese was required to certify periodically to the
office of First-fruits in the Court of Exchequer the particulars of all institutions made in his diocese in order that those livings which were chargeable
with First-fruits should be compounded for under 26 Hen. VIII., cap. iii., sec. 2 (Ecton, 609). It follows, therefore, that where the Bishops Certificates
are...
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