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once that it is not the same. In the twentieth part of a second one recognises the voice of a dire calamity--especially if one is a mother, and has heard
it before. Tom came into the house by way of the kitchen, and | heard him say to Jane, in quite a quiet tone, Where s Mrs. Braye? That was all. |
sprang from my chair, wild with terror, dropping my needlework to the floor. For | knew--1 knew--I didn t want to be told--that something had
happened to Harry. My boy! my boy! | had been scolding him, only an hour ago, for making love to Lily s governess--a minx, whom | had just
requested to find another situation--and he had slammed the door almost in my face on leaving me. | had been longing for Tom to come in, that |

might tell him all about it, and have a little cry on his shoulder, and my dignity and authority in the house supported; but now that he was here my
tongue was paralysed. And...
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