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Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1885 Excerpt: .is intensified by the addition of ammonia water, whereas the
principle precipitated by basic acetate of lead from hydrastis possesses no fluorescence, either in its purely aqueous solution or when to the latter
ammoniawater or an acid is added. In the discussion which followed the reading of my paper on hydrastine at the last meeting of the American
Pharmaceutical Association it was stated by a member that berberine in the presence of iron shows a dark-green color. This statement was refuted
at the time by the writer, although it was not then convenient to practically demonstrate the correctness of his assertion. Having since made
repeated experiments with this alkaloid, it may again be stated that neither berberine nor its salts assume any coloration in contact with ferric
salts. When a green coloration is produced by salts of iron in solutions of either berberine or hydrastine, as may be the case in commercial
specimens of these alkaloids, it is due to a slight contamination with the organic acid or coloring principle previously described, and which can only
be completely separated from the alkaloids by re peated crystallizations. The conclusions relating to the disputed points of the subject of hydrastis
and its constituents, upon which it is hoped Proc. Amer. Phaim. Assoc. 1884, p. 512. the present investigation may have thrown some light, may be
finally summarized as follows: I. The only alkaloidal constituents of the rhizome of Hydrastis canadensis are berberine and hydrastine. II. The
fluorescence observed...
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