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***x* Excerpt from Emigration of Free and Emancipated Negroes to Africa: An Address Delivered at the Annual Meeting of the Louisiana State
Colonization Society To a great extent, the free people of color in the United States are a sort of intermediate class, having no bonds of common
interest, no ties of sympathy; and are generally indolent, improvident and ignorant, and the consequence is, that collectively, they are the most
depraved and unhappy race on the American Continent. The only hope of the free black man is his removal to another Continent, beyond the
barriers of those prejudices and circumstances that oppress him here, and to a soil and climate for which he is suited. It is impossible for him ever to
be happy among the whites. The frequent conflicts between the free blacks and the whites, in our principal northern cities, and the exclusion of
them, or attempts to exclude them from entering many of our free States, show that to them, on our soil, freedom carries no healing on its wings;
and liberty, that blesses all besides, has no blessings for them, and that the glorious flag that has animated the hearts of freeman on so many fields
of battle, and carried our commerce over the whole world, has nothing but stripes and imprisonment for them. Another part of their misery, is their
subjection to a feeling of inferiority. No man can flourish and grow in a state of conscious inferiority, any more than a vegetable grows in the dark.
But the black man cannot come out into the sunshine of heaven s equality, among white people. The free people of color are not at home...
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