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*****.Pursuant to a congressional request, GAO provided information on state tuition prepayment programs, focusing on: (1) how these programs
operate and the participation rates; (2) participants income levels and options for increasing the participation of lower-income families; and (3) the
key issues surrounding these programs. GAO found that: (1) all seven of the state tuition prepayment programs reviewed emphasize the importance
of eKective advertising and marketing, a positive public perception of the program, simple and flexible program features, and aKordably priced
benefits; (2) most participants in the state tuition prepayment programs come from middle- and upper-income families; (3) two options for
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for purchasers, the degree of risk they pose for states, and the applicability of federal tax provisions to the programs.
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