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***** Excerpt from Atlanta s Race, and Two Other Tales From the Earthly Paradise Making but light of labour new begun While in their vessels
gleams the morning sun. On one side of the square a temple stands, Wherein the gods worshipped in ancient lands Still have their altars, a great
market-place Upon two other sides fills all the space. And thence the busy hum of men comes forth; But on the cold side looking towards the north
A pillared council-house may you behold, Within whose porch are images of gold, Gods of the nations who dwelt anciently About the borders of the
Grecian sea. Pass now between them, push the brazen door And standing on the polished marble floor Leave all the noises of the square behind;
Most calm that reverent chamber shall ye find, Silent at first, but for the noise you made When on the brazen door your hand you laid To shut it after
you but now behold The city rulers on their thrones of gold. Clad in most fair attire, and in their hands Long carven silver-banded ebony wands;
Then from the dais drop your eyes and see Soldiers and peasants standing reverently Before those elders, round a little band Who bear such arms
as guard the English land. But battered, rent, and rusted sore, and they, The men themselves, are shrivelled, bent, and grey; And as they lean with
pain upon their spears Their brows seem furrowed deep with more than years; For sorrow dulls their heavy sunken eyes. About the Publisher
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