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***x* Excerpt from A Law Unto Herself: A Novel On a raw, cloudy afternoon in early spring a few years ago family-carriage was driven slowly down a

lonely road in one of the outlying suburbs of Philadelphia, stopping at last in front of an apparently vacant house. This house was built of gray stone,
and stood back from the road, surrounded by a few sombre pines and much rank shrubbery; shrubbery and trees, and the house itself, had long
been abandoned to decay. Heah am de place, sah, said the footman, opening the carriage-door. An old gentleman in shabby clothes, embellished

dramatically by a red neck tie, an empty sleeve pinned to his breast, sprang out briskly; a lady followed, and stood beside him; then a younger man,
his head muffled in a close fur cap, a yellow shawl wrapped about his neck, looked feebly out of the window. His face, which a pair of pale,

unkindled eyes had never lighted since he was born, had been incomplete of meaning in his best days, and long illness had only emphasized its

weakness. He half rose, sat down again, stared uncertainly at the house, yawned nervously, quite indifferent to the fact that the lady stood waiting
his pleasure. His money and his bodily sufferings - for he was weighted heavily with both - were quite enough, in his view, to give him the right to

engross the common air and the service of other men and women. Indeed, a certain in domitable conceit thrust itself into view in his snub nose and

retreating chin, which made it highly probable that if he had been a stout day-laborer in the...
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