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***** Excerpt from The Relations of the Church to Society: Theological Essays The most useful introduction to this volume will, we think, be found in
a brief account of the writer s life and character, with some indications of the very high esteem in which, as a man and as a theologian, he was held
by Cardinal Newman and other distinguished men. Edmund Joseph O Reilly was born in London, on the April 30th, 1811, and he was six years old
before his parents returned to Ireland. His father died while he was young, leaving him to the care of his pious mother. This lady was one of five
sisters, one of whom married the third Lord Kenmare (grandfather to the present earl); another entered the Visitation Convent at Westbury, in
England; another married Mr. Bagot, of Castle Bagot, in County Dublin; and the last married Mr. Dease, of Turbotstown, in Queen s County. The
father of these ladies and of Mrs. O Reilly, Mr. Edmund O Callaghan, of Killegorey, in the County Clare, was mortally wounded in a duel, but survived
five days to repent and prepare for his judgment. It is curious to find such a man as Father O Reilly linked so closely with the bygone age of duelling.
Edmund O Reilly spent several years of his boyhood at Mount Catherine, a few miles from Limerick. His first education he received from a private
tutor. After some years at Clongowes and Maynooth, he went to Rome, about 1830, for his ecclesiastical studies, and spent seven years attending
the classes of the Roman College, but residing in the Irish College, of which the late Cardinal Cullen...
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