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concerning the Great Corneille, who, according to the well-known and apt words of Voltaire, was called Great, not to distinguish him from his
brother Thomas, but from the rest of men, cannot fail to be of interest by reason of his very great ness. Light thrown on even a minor production of a
really eminent author helps toward our composite appreciation of him, and cannot but illuminate to some extent his other writings. Not only was
Corneille the real Father of French Classic Tragedy, but he has sometimes been called the most romantic of the classic writers. The word Romantic
has many meanings and conveys a slightly different concept to almost every authority who uses it, until it sometimes seems as though it only
serves as a covering for a number of different theories, which may be used in turn for purposes of polemic by allies who yet differ among
themselves, - just as the term pouvoz r prochain was used by the Jesuits, as Pascal so wittily tells us in his first Provincial Letter. In this case,
however, | think it safe to refer Cor neille s romanticism to the spontaneity of emotion we find in some of his tragedies, - particularly to a certain
egotism of love displayed by Rodrigue and Chimene in the Cid. For this reason, doubtless, Corneille was looked back to as a predecessor by the
developing group of Romanticists in the early nineteenth century. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare
and classic books. Find...
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