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*****.Bird Sings At Dawn had not and would not tell others of his spiritual and physical connection to Sha-Red and The Designer, the true Gods in
whom his faith was based. Earlier, Designer, once again taking a raven s shape, had reassured him that diHiculties in Shimmering Mist s pregnancy
would seem insurmountable, but that he and Sha-Red would intervene if necessary. Bird Sings At Dawn had not known of what they had spoken
and paid little attention to the comments until the pains before birth had grown so severe as to require strong medicine to put Shimmering Mist in a
trance in order to escape the pain. A faint scream reached his ears and his heart jumped. Prowling Cat was asleep between skins and did not stir. It
was followed by two more, each more desperate than the last. Please watch over Prowling Cat, I must go to her, Bird Sings At Dawn explained as he
stood up and hurriedly exited the warmth of the shelter. Running through the rainy, cold night, he prayed to Designer to intervene while secretly
hoping that his beloved wife would still be by his side. By the tie he reached the birthing hut, it was over. Shimmering Mist was weak and covered
with sweat but she smiled at him and held their new child out for him to see and cuddle. Again, Bird Sings At Dawn felt the strength of the emotions
of new parenthood. This one was diHerent, though. It was smaller and made no sound other than a rapid, shallow breathing. Bird Sings At Dawn
cuddled the baby closer to his chest, tears welling in his eyes. He looked...
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