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dates and facts, or a series of disjointed essays. It must have animation as well as accuracy. It must have unity and entirety of organism and purpose
and it must have artistic proportions. Moreover, even as the biography of an individual is valueless without some knowledge of those with whom he
had dealings, and of the society in which he moved, it is necessary to accompany the history of any one State with sketches of other States, and of
the general progress of events in the civilised world. All this is to be done. Whether | have done or can do it, is, of course, a very different matter.
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