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***x* Excerpt from Speech of the Hon. R. C. Winthrop, of Mass: On the President s Message, Transmitting the Constitution of California; Delivered in
Committee of the Whole in the House of Representatives of the United States, May 8, 1850 Mr. Winthrop said: When | had the honor of addressing the
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union some weeks ago, | intimated my purpose to take another opportunity, at no distant day, to
express, some what more in detail than | was able to do on that occasion, the views which | entertain in regard to what have well been called the
great questions of the day. The eager competitions for the floor which have been witnessed here almost without intermission from that time to this,
have postponed the accomplishment of this purpose much longer than | could have desired. | rise now, however, at last, to fulfil it. And most
heartily do | wish. Mr. Chairman, that in doing so, | could see my way clear to contribute something to the repose of the country, and to the
harmony of our national councils. | yield to no one in the sincerity or the earnestness of my desire, that every bone of contention between different
portions of the Union may be broken, every root of bitterness removed, and that the American Congress may be seen again in a condition to
discharge its legitimate functions of providing at once for the wants of the Government and for the interests of the people. If there be an example in
history, which | would gladly emulate at such a moment as this, it is that of an...
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