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Taylor Francis Ltd, United Kingdom, 2009. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 2nd ed.. 242 x 174 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. This
second edition of An Environmental History of the World continues to present a concise history, from ancient to modern times, of the interactions
between human societies and the natural environment, including the other forms of life that inhabit our planet. Throughout their evolutionary
history, humans have affected the natural environment, sometimes with a promise of sustainable balance, but also in a destructive manner. This
book investigates the ways in which environmental changes, often the result of human actions, have caused historical trends in human societies.
This process has happened in every historical period and in every part of the inhabited earth. The book is organized into ten chapters. The main
chapters follow a chronological path through the history of mankind, in relationship to ecosystems around the world. The first explains what
environmental history is, and argues for its importance in understanding the present state of the world s ecological problems. Chapters two
through eight form the core of the historical analysis, each concentrating on a major period of human history (pre-civilized, early civilizations,
classical, medieval, early modern, early and later twentieth century, and contemporary) that has been characterized by large-scale changes in the
relationship between human societies and the biosphere, and each gives several case studies that illustrate significant patterns occurring at that
time. The chapters covering contemporary times discuss the physical impacts of the huge growth in population and technology, and the human
responses to these problems. Our moral obligations to nature and how we can achieve a sustainable balance between technology and the
environment are also considered. This revised second edition takes account of new research and the course of history containing new sections on...
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